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absolutely no experience, unless all those of which
we have experience are ascertained to be absent.
"Now there are few things of which we have more
frequent experience than of physical facts which our
knowledge does not enable us to account for, because
they depend either on laws which observation, aided
by science, has not yet brought to light, or on facts
the presence of which in the particular case is un-
suspected by us. Accordingly when we hear of a
prodigy we always, in these modern times, believe
that if it really occurred It was neither the work of
God nor of a demon, but the consequence of some
unknown natural law or of some hidden fact. Nor
is either of these suppositions precluded when, as in
the case of a miracle properly so called, the wonderful
event seemed to depend upon the will of a human
being. It is always possible that there may be at
work some undetected law of nature which the
wonder-worker may have acquired, consciously or un-
consciously, the power of calling into action; or that
the wonder may have been wrought (as in the truly
extraordinary feats of jugglers) by the employment,
nnperceived by us, of ordinary laws : which also need
not necessarily be a case of voluntary deception ; or,
lastly, the event may have had no connection. with
the volition at all, but the coincidence between them
may be the effect of craft or accident, the miracle-
worker having seemed or affected to produce by his